
Rep Honda Leads Progressives in Congress: Immediately End Our War in Libya

Today, the following statement was issued by Congressional Progressive Caucus Peace
and Security Taskforce Co-Chairs US Representatives Mike Honda, Barbara Lee and
Lynn Woolsey & Congressional Progressive Caucus Co-Chair US Representative Raúl
Grijalva:

      

The Co-Chairs of the Congressional Progressive Caucus Peace and Security Taskforce call on
Congress and the President to immediately end our war in Libya.  The US has been engaged in
hostilities for over 90 days without congressional approval, which undermines not only the
powers of the legislative branch but also the legal checks and balances put in place nearly 40
years ago to avoid abuse by any single branch of government.

We call on our colleagues in Congress to exercise their legitimate authority and oversight and
immediately block any funding for this war. Before the Executive branch further weakens the
War Powers Resolution, and before we attack another country in the name of our "responsibility
to protect,” we must recommit ourselves to our Constitutional duty and obligation to hold the
purse strings and the right to declare war.  For decades, the House recognized the need for
appropriate checks and balances before another war was waged. We must do the same.

We call on Congress to exhibit similar foresight by promptly ending this war and pledging to
uphold the laws that characterize America’s commitment to democratic governance.
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